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Theoretical Framework of Planning for Urban Complexity

LAT Shigang

[ Abstract] Due to the fact that cities are complex systems, the paper proposes a theoretical framework of planning for complex urban
systems in an attempt to integrate planning theory and urban theory. The framework consists in four modules: complexity theory,
complex urban systems, logic of making plans, and planning behavior; in particular complex urban systems and planning logic is
integrated through the four I's. The framework can be divided into two parts: urban theory and planning theory, in which complexity
theory forms the theoretical basis for complex urban systems theory, whereas the logic of making plans constitutes the theoretical basis
for planning behavior. The four I's plays the core role in the theoretical framework ; they are both the core element of the formation of
complex urban systems and the core ingredient of the functioning of the logic of making plans.

[ Keywords] Complex Urban System; Complexity Theory; Logic of Making Plans; Planning Behavior; 4 I's
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